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Teacher Guide 
Financial Aid 

Understanding The Costs Of College 

Lesson Type:  Group 
Time Length:  35 minutes 
Grade Levels:  11th-12th  
 
Purpose + Outcome:  Students learn about the real cost of attending college by comparing costs for a 
community college, California State University, and University of California institution. Students will 
have a more realistic idea of how much it will cost them to attend each of the three institutions. 
 
As a teacher or counselor, this lesson will help you answer the following questions: 
 How can I help students understand how much college costs? 
 How can I help students understand the different components of college costs? 

Materials  
 Student Handout Print in advance 

 
Technology Recommendations 
 Instructor Computer with Projector 
 Each student needs a computer.   
 The student handout includes login information if needed. 

 
What are Discussion Opportunity questions?  
Discussion Opportunity questions are large or small group process questions meant to enhance student 
learning. They are not necessary to teach an effective lesson, but highly recommended if time permits. 
 
A note about creating accounts on www.californiacolleges.edu 
It is recommended that both teachers and students create an account on the website. This allows 
students to save all survey and assessment results, save items to a Portfolio and use the online 
journaling functions. This lesson assumes students have accounts. If students do not have accounts, 
they can still participate in the activity, but will not be able to save their work on the site. 
 
Activity (35 minutes)  
This activity takes approximately 30-35 minutes from start to finish once students are at their 
computers.  Give each student a handout before beginning. 
 
Welcome and Context 
In today’s activity, you will compare the costs of attending the three different types of institutions: UC, 
CSU, and independent college. 

http://www.californiacolleges.edu/
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Step 1:  Go to www.californiacolleges.edu and login.  
 
Step 2: After students have logged in and changed their passwords, workshop leaders are encouraged 
to take five minutes to go to each student computer to ensure students are logged in properly. Break 
the class up into small groups and ask them to discuss the following question(s) while you go to every 
computer. Post the question(s) on the board: 
 How much does it cost to attend college for one year? 
 What are you paying for when you pay for college? 

 
Step 3: “Before we get started, can someone tell me a UC school? A CSU? Ok, what an independent 
college is? Clarify that independent colleges are also known as private colleges. What are some 
examples of private colleges in California?”  
 
Write their responses on the board. Then, write down a couple of the colleges listed below if they were 
not already shared. Briefly just share where the colleges are and encourage them to research the 
schools in the next step or on their own time.  
 
“Ok, now let’s see how much it costs to go to college. Get started by clicking on College Planning → 
Explore Postsecondary Schools  → California Independent Colleges → you will be taken to a list of 
independent institutions → select one institution from the list below you are interested in by clicking on 
the name of the college → click on Save to Portfolio.” 
 
If students are not familiar with any of these independent colleges, encourage them to take a few 
minutes to read about each college when you click on the link. 
 Claremont McKenna College (CMC): Claremont 
 Loyola Marymount University (LMU): Los Angeles 
 Pepperdine University: Malibu 
 Pitzer College: Claremont 
 Santa Clara University: Santa Clara (northern California) 
 University of Redlands: Redlands 

 
Step 4: “Now we are going to conduct a price comparison using the attached worksheet.” 
 

 
*NOTE: This is not the end of the lesson. The student handout includes the Price Comparison 
Worksheet for the rest of the lesson. 
 

 
 

http://www.californiacolleges.edu/
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Reflection (5 mins) 
Post the following question on the screen or board: How does the Price Comparison Worksheet impact 
how you think about your college options? 
 
If students have accounts on www.californiacolleges.edu, direct them to use the online journaling tool 
below. If not, students can type their response in Word, or handwrite. 
 Make sure you’re signed in to www.californiacolleges.edu. 
 Click on “Your Portfolio” box on the right side of the screen. 
 Click on “Your Journal.” 
 Click “Add journal entry.” 
 Write journal entry by responding to the questions on the screen. 
 Click “Save.” 

Adaptations  
 Time permitting students can select a UC and CSU they are really interested in attending. To do 

that after selecting the independent college, direct students to Click the “back” arrow twice → 
University of California → you will be taken to a list of UC institutions → select one institution 
you are interested in by clicking on the name of the college → click on Save to Portfolio. 

 Repeat the previous step to save a CSU. 
o If time does not allow this step, encourage students to save a specific UC and CSU they 

are interested in on their own time. 
 
 

http://www.californiacolleges.edu/
http://www.californiacolleges.edu/
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Student Handout 
Financial Aid 

Understanding The Costs Of College 

Student Name:             
 
Step 1:  Go to www.californiacolleges.edu and login.  
 
Step 2: Consider these questions: How much does it cost to attend college for one year? What are you 
paying for when you pay for college? 
 
Step 3: Get started by clicking on College Planning → Explore Postsecondary Schools  → California 
Independent Colleges → you will be taken to a list of independent institutions → select one institution 
from the list below you are interested in by clicking on the name of the college → click on Save to 
Portfolio.  
 

Claremont McKenna College (CMC) 
Loyola Marymount University (LMU) 

Pepperdine University 
Pitzer College 

Santa Clara University 
University of Redlands 

 
Step 4: Now we are going to conduct a price comparison using the attached worksheet. 
 
Reflection 
Your teacher will give you instructions to respond to the prompt. 
 How does the Price Comparison Worksheet impact how you think about your college options? 

 
 
 
  

http://www.californiacolleges.edu/
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Financial Aid 

Price Comparison Worksheet 
Step 1: This worksheet will help you compare the cost of attending the private college you saved to 
your Portfolio to a CSU and a UC. Below is an example that illustrates the cost to attend Cal Poly 
Pomona. Review the items under Expenses. 

 

Step 2: To begin your comparison, click on Your Portfolio → College Planning Portfolio → 
Postsecondary Plans → scroll down to Saved Colleges and Postsecondary Schools and click on the 
independent school you saved to your Portfolio. Then, click on Costs and Financial Aid.  

Scroll down to Expenses and record the information in the chart on the next page. 

Step 3: Then, click on Your Portfolio → College Planning Portfolio → Postsecondary Plans → scroll 
down to Saved Colleges and Postsecondary Schools and click on the Independent/Private college you 
saved to your Portfolio. Then, click on Costs and Financial Aid.  

Scroll down to Expenses and record the information in the chart on the next page. Please note that the 
financial information for each college depends on how often the colleges update the information, and 
how they present it. If you find that the information is incomplete or is hard to read, raise your hand! 
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PRICE COMPARISON CHART: ESTIMATE HOW MUCH IT COSTS TO GO TO COLLEGE 

Expense CSU: Cal Poly 
Pomona 

UC Campus:  
UC Davis 

Independent 
College (write 
below): 

Community 
College 

Undergraduate 
tuition 

$4,884 $9,402  $780 

Additional 
required fees 

$629 $2,582  $92 

Combined room & 
board 
This is the fee for living 
on campus. If you plan 
to live at home, 
eliminate this expense. 
If a range of fees is 
posted on the website, 
select the lowest fee. 

$12,536 $12,498  Varies 
(students 
usually like at 
home or with 
family) 

Book fees $1,500 $1,601  $600 

Miscellaneous 
expenses 
(personal items, 
health insurance 
e.g.) 

$2,556 $3,176  Varies 

Other expenses 
(travel e.g.) 
Estimate this cost 
depending on how 
much you think it will 
cost you to get to 
campus. 

$1,000 $1,000  Varies 

TOTAL 
ESTIMATED 
EXPENSES 

$23,105 $28,256  Starting at 
$1,472 

 

Reflection Opportunity: What types of financial aid do you think you can receive to attend 
college? To learn more, review the handout, Applying for Financial Aid. 
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