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How to apply

Please submit your application and supplemental 
application materials by January 31, 2014, for early 

admission and by March 31, 2014, for regular admission to:

Summer University Program at Crazy Horse Memorial
University of South Dakota

Attn: Crazy Horse Application
414 East Clark Street, Vermillion, SD  57069

The application may be found at:  
www.usd.edu/summerschool/crazy-horse.cfm

Admission decisions are based on a combination of  
the following:

• Previous coursework and level of academic rigor
• Application essay
• Two letters of reference
• Cumulative high school grade point average
• ACT/SAT scores
• Demonstration of some degree of post-secondary  

preparation (examples may include a completed 
application for admission to a college or university, 
completed FAFSA, and/or completed applications 
for various scholarships)

• Phone interview (if selected) 

Admission to the program is highly competitive and space 
is limited to 32 students. Early applications are strongly 
encouraged. Applicants will remain informed of their status 
with final admission decisions being communicated via 
mail and email by late April 2014. Preference is extended to 
enrolled members of federally recognized tribes; however, 
the University is open to all qualified students. 

June 7 – August 12, 2014

A unique partnership between  

The Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation  

and the University of South Dakota.

tHe SuMMer unIverSIty prograM  
oF tHe IndIan unIverSIty  

oF nortH aMerIca

crazy HorSe, SoutH dakota

“The Indian University of North America altered my life in 
a very positive way.  The skills I learned while attending the 
program are priceless and will definitely be of use to me in 
the future. The memories I acquired and the people that I 
met will forever be a part of who I am.”

—Mahto Smith, Cheyenne River 
South Dakota, summer 2013 participant

“It is hard to explain how amazing an experience Crazy 
Horse was. I learned critical skills for succeeding in college, 
as well as making memories and meeting people I will 
never forget. This experience changed my life completely 
and I wish I could go back and do it all over again.” 

 
—Ashley Ambriz, Navajo

Colorado, summer 2013 participant 



prograM deScrIptIon

The Indian University of North America is a unique 
partnership between the Crazy Horse Memorial 
Foundation and the University of South Dakota.  
The 9½ week summer program at Crazy Horse,  
which began in the summer of 2010, allows accepted 
students to enroll in college credit hours consisting  
of English, Math, Speech, College Success Strategies  
and a paid internship at the Crazy Horse Memorial. 

MISSIon oF tHe crazy HorSe  
MeMorIal FoundatIon

To protect and preserve the culture, tradition, and living 
heritage of the North American Indians. The Foundation 
demonstrates its commitment to this endeavor by continuing 
the progress as the world’s largest sculptural undertaking by 
carving a memorial to Lakota leader Crazy Horse to represent 
all North American Indians; by providing educational and 
cultural programming; by acting as a repository for Native 
American artifacts, arts and crafts through the Indian 
Museum of North America and the Native American 
Educational and Cultural Center; and by establishing and 
operating the Indian University of North America and, when 
practical, a medical training center for American Indians.

Food and lodgIng

Each student lives with one other participant during 
the program. Each room has a private bathroom, mini-
fridge, microwave, and individual temperature control, 
while each student has his or her own personal desk, 
closet, and dresser. Students are provided three meals 
per day. Breakfast is continental-style and is served at 

Indian University of North America 

“To be a part of the Indian University of North America 
is like becoming part of a whole new family; you meet 
other scholars who have the same motivation and 
goals you have, which is great. My summer at Indian 
University is an experience that I will never forget, not 
only because of the amazing time I had, but mainly 
because of all the awesome people I was able to meet 
and create memories with…memories and faces that  
I will cherish in my heart forever.”

 —Jarrette Werk, Gros Ventre
Montana, summer 2013 participant

“The summer I spent in the Black Hills of South Dakota 
as a student at the Indian University of North America 
was hands down the absolute best experience I have 
had in my life. The staff and faculty showed they truly 
cared for your well-being and success. When many 
others were home during the summer doing nothing, 
there were thirty of us working towards beating a 
common stereotype of Native Americans, and I would 
say the Class of 2013 did an excellent job.”

 —Courtnye Neice, Cherokee
Oklahoma, summer 2013 participant

the University, while lunch and dinner are served at the 
Laughing Water Restaurant at the Crazy Horse Memorial. 
In addition, there are regular cookouts for students, staff, 
and faculty.     

Accepted students receive a scholarship valued at over 
$6,000 for summer tuition, books, supplies, and a portion 
of food and lodging. While students are responsible for 
part of their food and lodging ($800), this amount can be 
deducted from their bi-weekly internship paychecks and 
should not prohibit a student from pursuing admission to 
the program.  

opportunItIeS

• Complete first full semester of college in 9 ½ weeks over 
the summer

• Earn 12–14 college credits that can be transferred to a 
college or university of choice  

• Participate in numerous educational and cultural 
activities

• Receive a scholarship for summer tuition, books, 
supplies, and a portion of food and lodging

• Compete for thousands of dollars in scholarships 

• Learn habits of success needed in college and in life

• Earn money for college through a paid internship

• Study with fellow students from across the United States 

• Meet people from around the world

 


