Charting Your Path After High School

Your Roadmap
Week 1: Explore After High School Options (p. 2)
Week 2: Match Your Talents and Interests to Careers (p. 4)
Week 3: Explore Matching Program Options (p. 7)
Week 4: Apply! (p. 16)
Week 5: Compare Financial Aid Offers (p. 19)
Week 6: Make Your Decision (p. 21)
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WEEK 1

EXPLORE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL PATHWAY OPTIONS
Even if you didn’t apply last fall, it’s not too late to apply to a postsecondary program! There are many education options
available to apply to after you graduate, including community colleges, technical schools, apprenticeships and military
service.
Your Task: Use the College Admissions Tool to research postsecondary pathways.
STEP 1: Open the College Admissions Tool. Sign in using your CollegeInColorado.org account and click BUILD OPTIONS
WIZARD.

STEP 2: Click Four-year Colleges then select the Benefits and Trade-offs dropdown categories. Read through the items in these two categories.

Decision Day – Senior Fast Track | Page 2 of 22

STEP 3: Continue by clicking the other circles, including Two-Year and Technical Colleges, Apprenticeships, Private
Occupational & Technical Schools, U.S. Military and Direct to Work. On each of these other after high school
education options, look at their Benefits and Trade-offs.
STEP 4: Complete the chart below as you explore.
Option
Two-Year & Technical
Colleges

Summarize Benefits

Summarize Trade-offs

Apprenticeships

Private Occupational &
Technical Schools

U. S. Military

As you can see, each option has benefits and trade-offs. Which one or two options are most appealing to you? Record
your choices below and discuss your reasons.
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WEEK 2

MATCH YOUR TALENTS AND INTERESTS TO CAREERS
Choosing your career path can seem overwhelming, so we’ve developed tools to help! The Career Cluster Survey will
help you identify your unique talents and interests and match them with a suggested career field.
Your Task: Use the Career Cluster Survey to identify three careers of interest.
STEP 1: Take the Career Cluster Survey. As you explore, save your favorite clusters to your portfolio.
[To navigate directly: Career Planning > Learn About Yourself > Career Cluster Survey.] If you’ve already completed the
Career Cluster Survey, click See your results now.
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STEP 2: Explore the results of your survey. Click the bar next to your top two clusters or any that sound interesting to
read about Employment Outlook, Trends and Opportunities in those clusters.

STEP 3: Write a paragraph below about your top cluster results. Were you surprised? Why or why not? Click Add to
Portfolio to save your favorite clusters.

STEP 4: Next, click the Careers tab for a cluster. Click on a career name and read about it using the tabs to the left.
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Step 5: Click
What to
Learn to
read about
majors and
programs
that will help
you get the
training and
education
needed to
prepare for
your career.
University of
Loyola
Chicago has
a major quiz
that can
help, too:

https://www.luc.edu/undergrad/academiclife/whatsmymajorquiz/#
STEP 6: Identify your top two career choices in this cluster and write down one thing that surprised you about that
career. Write down your career cluster and career below, and if you have ideas, possible majors and/or programs of
study.
Career 1:_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Career 2:_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Want to explore more careers?
Colorado has plenty of training options in industries looking for talent.
Learn how to get started by choosing a career pathway that leads to an in-demand job with Careers In Colorado.
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WEEK 3

IDENTIFY COMMUNITY COLLEGES, CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS APPRENTICESHIPS
AND MILITARY SERVICE
This week, you’ll use online tools to come up with a list of matching schools and programs to where you might apply.
Your Task: Use online tools to identify possible options after high school.
STEP 1: Think back to your pathways and career exploration. In the table below, enter your four top careers in the first
column and then list two programs for each career that sounds interesting.
Hint: Enter the career name in the search box at CollegeInColorado.org, and then, from the Career Profile, click the What
to Learn tab.
Career

Level of Education*

Program of Study/Major

1.

2.

*Associate degree, certificate, military or apprenticeship

STEP 2: Start exploring!

We have tools to help you explore matches for each of these pathways. Click the links below and follow the
directions to get started!
•
•
•

Community colleges (two-year associate degrees and certificates)
Private occupational schools (certificates)
Military branches (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard)

STEP 3: Once you’ve explored your options, jot them down in this handy chart at the back of this packet. This

will help you narrow down where you want to apply in the fall of your senior year.
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Explore Community Colleges
STEP 1: From the CIC homepage, navigate to the College Planning > Explore Postsecondary Schools > School Finder.
STEP 2: Use the menu on the left side of your screen to filter by dozens of criteria. Click School Type and select TwoYear, then Programs/Majors Offered to select the postsecondary program(s) you identified earlier. When you finish
inputting a couple of criteria, scroll down and click See Matching Schools. Hint: Pick only two or three criteria for best
results.
STEP 3: Your criteria will generate a list of matching schools. To learn more, click on the two-year institution names.
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Explore Certificate Programs
You can earn a certificate at a two-year institution or a private occupational school, such as an coding or culinary school.
To find a program of interest near you, navigate to the Colorado Training Providers Website.
STEP 1: When you arrive at Colorado Training Providers Website, click Explore Careers.
STEP 2: Click the general career area you would like to pursue. Then select your pathway, occupation and program of
study (shown on the following page).
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STEP 3: You should see a list of available programs. Use the menus to the left to narrow down your options by zip code
and cost. Under the Credential filter, be sure to select Certificate. Once you find a program that works for you, click on
the link. This will take to a webpage with more information about the program.

You may be able to receive
funding from the Workforce
Center in region 9 to take
this program – contact them!
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STEP 4: Use the Program Overview information to find the program website and program contact. Click the Provider
Details tab to learn more about the organization provider the training.

Decision Day – Senior Fast Track | Page 12 of 22

Explore Military Service
STEP 1: Review the requirements to join the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard.
To join the enlisted ranks, in general you must:
•

•
•
•
•

Be a U.S. citizen or Green Card holder
o Non-citizens must speak, read and write English fluently
o Non-citizens must currently live in the U.S.
Be in good health
Be at least 17 years old
Have a high school diploma (some branches will accept a GED)
Pass the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) test

To become an officer:
• Graduate from one of the U.S. service academies. The academies are colleges that train future
commissioned officers.
o United States Military Academy — Army
o United States Naval Academy — Navy and Marine Corps
o United States Coast Guard Academy
o United States Merchant Marine Academy
o United States Air Force Academy
Learn how to apply to academy here.
•

You can also earn an officer commission through:
o Officer Candidate School (OCS)
o Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC)
o A direct commission from the enlisted ranks
o Certain legal, medical, or clergy professions

STEP 2: Talk with a recruiter for the military branch you wish to join.
STEP 3: If you’re ready to enlist, schedule (with your recruiter) your visit to a Military Entrance Processing Station (MEPS)
to start the process. To join, you will need to
• Take and pass the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)
• Pass the physical examination
• Meet with a career counselor
• Take the oath to serve
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Explore Apprenticeships
If you have selected a career that may have an apprenticeship option, you can prepare to land an apprenticeship in
much the same way as a job.
STEP 1: Try out pre-apprenticeship and pre-vocational courses to gain some skills
• Ask your high school counsellor or advisor about career and technical education programs and courses
(CTE).
• Pre-apprenticeship and pre-vocational courses can help you try out a trade or job and get some valuable
experience. You’ll do some classroom learning that can earn credit towards a full apprenticeship.
• Courses are usually at Certificate II level. If you are currently looking for work, there are courses available
that can help you.
STEP 2: Find an employer who will take you on as an apprentice or trainee.
•

•
•
•

Talk to local businesses and find out how they recruit for apprentices or trainees. An employer in your area
might be looking for someone right now. Check the Apprenticeship Finder or visit
ApprenticeshipEvolution.com or find employers registered to take on apprentices or trainees in your field
of your choice.
Check advertisements in newspapers: is anyone looking for apprentices or trainees? The employment
section is the best place to start. Remember that some newspapers have online job ads that you can search
as well.
Try online job sites such as Colorado ZipRecruiter or Craigslist. Look for businesses that have openings for
jobs in your career – they may be looking for apprentices or trainees.
Check with your school advisor to see if your district has CareerWise Apprenticeships or other
apprenticeships available.
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Putting it All Together
Write down a list of options, including community colleges, career and technical schools, military branches or
apprenticeship programs that you plan to apply to!

*
Postsecondary Option*

Program/Major(s) Ideas

Community college, private occupational school, apprenticeship or military branch name
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WEEK 4

APPLY!
Now that you identified programs that match your interests, it’s time to apply!
STEP 1: Get organized!

We have checklists to help you get ready to apply. Fill them out and reach out to your counselor if you have
any questions.
• Community colleges (two-year associate degrees and certificates)
• Private occupational schools (certificates)
• Military branches (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard)
• Apprenticeships
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Associate’s (Two-Year) Application Checklist
Program:
School:
Information/Document
Needed

Do I have it available?

Notes

My Social Security Number
(YES or NO – don’t write your
SSN here)
My address and contact
information
The academic program I
want to study
Citizenship/Visa information
Tasks
Apply

Notes

Deadline

Most community colleges, two-year and occupational/technical schools have open admissions. If you have a high school
diploma or GED, typically you will automatically be admitted into these institutions.

Certificate Application Checklist
Program:
College or School:
I want to apply by:
Information/
Document Needed
My Social Security Number
(YES or NO: do not write your
SSN number here)
My address and contact
information
The academic program I
want to study
Citizenship/Visa information
Tasks

Do I have it available?

Notes

Deadline

Notes

Apply
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Military Application Checklist
Branch:
Information/Document Needed
My citizenship information
Task
Meet with recruiter; commit to serve
Review sample ASVAB questions
Set visit date to Military Entrance
Processing Station (MEPS)
Pass the ASVAB test
Pass the physical exam

Do I have it available?

Notes

Deadline

Notes

Apprenticeship Application Checklist
Program:
Company/Organization:
Tasks

Deadline

Notes

List of options (research
Apprenticeship Finder, Zip
Recruiter, CareerWise, etc.)
My resume
Letter of recommendation
from a mentor
Cover letter
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WEEK 5

COMPARE FINANCIAL AID OFFERS
Now that you’ve applied, how you’ll pay for your school of choice will be a big factor in your final decision. Follow the
directions below to evaluate financial considerations of your top choices.
Your Task: Use the tools and Award Comparison Chart below to evaluate the financial impact of your decision.
STEP 1: Fill out the Award Comparison Chart on the following page.
•

Gather your offer letters: Before you begin, gather your acceptance letters from each school. If you filed the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the school’s financial aid office should have sent you an offer letter that
outlines the financial aid support they can provide you, including scholarships, grants, work study opportunities and
student loans. Enter the school name and the information from each offer in the Choice columns.

•

Cost of Attendance: Add up the costs in the first table. This gives you the total cost of attendance for each school of
choice.

•

Financial Aid Awarded: Add up any grants, scholarships, work study and loan opportunities in the second table to get
the total financial aid award for each school.

•

Enter the amount of money from savings you can contribute in the Savings for Education area.

Putting It All Together: Add your Total Financial Aid and Savings for each school. Subtract this total from the cost of
attendance to figure out the Left to Pay amount. If your Left to Pay amount is greater than $0, you or your parents may want
to consider additional loans. Multiply your annual loan amount by two or your depending on how many years you will attend
school.
If you’re attending a Colorado college, university or technical school, you will be eligible for a stipend through the Colorado
Opportunity Fund (COF). Check the COF website to see the current stipend amount per credit hour and multiply that by the
number of credit hours you plan to take. A full-time student takes anywhere from 12-15 credits per semester (about four or
five classes).
STEP 2: Use the SLOPE Calculator to assess student loan payments.
The SLOPE Calculator helps you compare the salary of careers you may land when you get out of college to your student loan
payment burden. Keep in mind that debt isn’t always bad. Depending on your career field, you can expect to pay off any
student loan debt in a manageable timeframe. In fact, students who take on a moderate amount of debt tend to finish college
faster than those who do not. Experts recommend that no more than 8 percent of your future take home pay should go to
student loans.
Look at your SLOPE findings. Are you skiing the greens, blues or blacks? If your percentage of loan burden is high, you may
want to think about whether your career choice matches the expense of school you plan to attend. Are there less expensive
school alternatives that will offer you a great education?
You can also complete the information on the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau tool to see the financial impact of your
financial aid package down the road.
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Award Comparison Letter

Choice #1

Choice #2

Choice #3

COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES AND TECHNICAL
SCHOOLS

COST OF ATTENDANCE
Hint: Make sure that all your entries use the same length of time; for example, one school year.
Tuition & Fees
Room & Board
Books & Supplies
Personal
Health Insurance
Transportation

TOTAL COST
FINANCIAL AID AWARDED
Grants/Scholarships
College Opportunity Fund (COF)*
Pell Grant
Other Grant(s)
Private Scholarship
Private Scholarship
Other Scholarships
Work Study/Student Employment
Subtotal Free Aid (Do not pay back)
Loans
Federal Direct Subsidized Loan
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan
Other Loans
Subtotal Loans (Must pay back)
Other (e.g., Parent PLUS Loan)

TOTAL FINANCIAL AID
SAVINGS FOR EDUCATION
LEFT TO PAY: Total Cost – (Total Financial Aid
+ Savings)
Loan Debt after 2 years: enter Subtotal
Loans X 2
Loan Debt after 4 years: enter Subtotal
Loans X 4
Estimated monthly loan payment after
completion – See SLOPE calculator
*COF may already be deducted from Tuition and Fees. If so, do not include it here.
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WEEK 6

MAKE YOUR DECISION
Now that you’ve finished applying, you will need to decide among your options! To jog your memory, write down your
top three choices.
Education and Training Option

Planned Program/Major(s)

STEP 1: Read all about your schools of interest above by using the following resources as applicable:
Colorado Bachelor’s

Colorado Associate

Certificates

Out-of-State Schools

Military

College Admissions Tool
College In Colorado

College Admissions
Tool
College In Colorado

Colorado Training
Providers
College In Colorado

College In Colorado

Army
Navy
Marines

College Navigator

College Navigator

College Navigator

College Navigator

Air Force

STEP 2: Think about your career and program preferences. Is the education option in your program/major area?
How does it stack up on cost vs. benefits to you?
Other important things to note as you review options:
• Does it offer the level of education and major/program you need?
• Are there clubs and organizations that interest you?
• How big is the college? Are classes large or small?
• What’s the housing situation like? Will you live on campus, in an apartment nearby or at home?
If you have the time, it’s wise to visit the campus or military recruiter to get a better sense of the student experience.
Ask the school if you can sit in on a class or talk to a professor in your planned program. Many schools offer virtual visits,
too.
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Jot down what you like and dislike about each school:
Education and Training Option

Positives (Pros)

Negatives (Cons)

STEP 4: Weigh all these factors and make your decision!

Jot down your decision below!
Institution

Program

Education Level*

*Bachelor’s degree, associate degree, certificate, military branch, apprenticeship program
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