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Key Enhancements

Oct 2, 2025, Release

1. New! Email Notifications for Student Work-Based Learning Applications

Educators can now sign up in the Professional Center to receive automatic email notifications
whenever a student submits an application for a Work-Based Learning (WBL) opportunity.
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Why this matters:
o Stay Informed: Get real-time updates as students apply without needing to check the

system manually.
e Save Time: Reduce the need for constant monitoring and focus on supporting students.
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e Support Students Quickly: Respond faster to application activity—whether following up
with feedback, connecting with employers, or tracking progress.

This new feature makes it easier than ever to stay on top of student engagementin WBL
opportunities and ensure timely support.

To start receiving notifications, simply optin from your educator profile settings in the Professional
Center.

Work-based learning management tools are available as an add-on service in IHaveaPlanlowa. For
details see: https://procenter.ihaveaplaniowa.org/Resources/Add-Ons/WBL.aspx

2. Updated Financial Aid 101

The Financial Aid 101 section has been refreshed with updated content and embedded videos from
the Federal Student Aid office. Students will now find clearer explanations, improved organization
of topics, and streamlined guidance on the financial aid process.

Benefits for educators and students:

e Improved Clarity: Updated content makes financial aid concepts easier for students to
understand.

e Student Confidence: With more accessible guidance, students can feel better prepared to
explore and apply for financial aid.


https://procenter.ihaveaplaniowa.org/Resources/Add-Ons/WBL.aspx
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2. Apply for Financial Aid

How Do | Submit the FAFSA?
When?

You should complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on or after October 1 of your
senior year of high school and each year you're in college.

Step 1: Create Your StudentAid.gov Account

To complete the FAFSA, you will need to create a StudentAid.gov account. This is an account that will
enable you to access, complete and electronically sign your FAFSA.

You're welcome to create your StudentAid.gov account at any time -- even long before the FAFSA opens
-- but allow up to 3 days for activation. Setting up your account early ensures you're ready to file your
FAFSA immediately once it becomes available.

How to Create an Account a

HOW TO CREATE YOUR ACCOUNT
USERNAME AND PASSWORD (FSA ID)

Federal StudentAld

@ YouTube

Every contributor who is required to provide information on the FAFSA form (you, your biological
or adoptive parent, your parent's spouse, your spouse) needs to create a StudentAid.gov
account.

Step 2: Complete the FAFSA Form

StudentAid.gov provides a series of videos to help you and your family complete the FAFSA. Get started
with the video below then follow through the playlist for help with each section of the FAFSA.

Start Your
FAFSA Forf®. .0

For additional help in creating a StudentAid.gov account and filling out your FAFSA, check out
StudentAid.gov.

The FAFSA is an important first step in applying for financial aid, but some colleges and universities
require additional forms before they can send you an award letter. After submitting your FAFSA, check
with each school you listed to find out exactly what they need and when it's due -- missing a required
form could delay or reduce your financial aid offer.

<BACK

Preparing for the FAFSA

Applying for Financial Aid
With the FAFSA™ Form

Explore this playlist to learn
about applying for financial aid,
FAFSA form contributors,
creating and accessing
StudentAid.gov accounts, and
documents to gather.

Completing the FAFSA

Start Your
FAFSA" Form

Check out this playlist to learn
what questions you can expect
in each section of the FAFSA
form.

Updated “How Do | Submit the FAFSA article”
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3. Improved Career Finder Activity

We’ve refreshed the description of the Career Finder tool to make it clearer and more student
friendly. The updated text highlights how students can select characteristics—such as salary, work
environment, or career cluster—to instantly see careers that match their choices.

Benefit: This simpler, more engaging description helps students better understand how to use the
Career Finder and encourages them to explore career options in a way that feels approachable and
relevant.

o O Create at least one Career Finder Search

Career Finder

>
>
0 Not sure what careers fit you? Career Finder matches your choices -- like salary, education level, or work environment -
! - to careers that fit.

See suggested careers using the Career Finder >

Updated text on the Career Finder activity

4. Refreshed College Data
The profile information used by students to explore colleges has been updated for more than 6,000
undergraduate schools with the latest information from Petersons. The update includes:

e Revised list of programs for each school.
e Refreshed tuition and admissions information, basic school data such as links to a school’s
website, contact information, enrollment figures, and more.

5. Work-Based Learning Experiences Tab Added
We’ve added a new Experiences tab to the Work-Based Learning tools in the Professional Center.
This feature allows educators to quickly generate reports on students’ work-based learning
experiences, making it easier to track participation, monitor progress, and support program
outcomes.

Students & Groups Reports Resources ommunication Colleges & Applications Work-Based Learning Administration

H organizations @ Opportunities By Applications & Experiences © Evaluations

The new tab gives counselors and administrators a streamlined way to view and report on student
engagement in real-world learning opportunities.

Work-based learning management tools are available as an add-on service in IHaveaPlanlowa. For
details see: https://procenter.ihaveaplaniowa.org/Resources/Add-Ons/WBL.aspx



https://procenter.ihaveaplaniowa.org/Resources/Add-Ons/WBL.aspx

6. Updated Homework Helpers

The Homework Helpers links and descriptions in Succeeding in High School have been updated
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and have a new layout making it easier for students to scan and find the resources they need.

High School Planning
Plan of Study

High Scheol Planning
Timeline

succeeding In High
School

Summer Academies

Portiolio

“ Q@ _Homework Helpers

Review and links to resourceful web sites that can help you with a variety of topics.

# English & Language Arts

* Using English - Grammar guides, vocabulary lists, and writing

tips to help you level up your English.

 surfing With the Bard - Quick, easy-to-read summaries of

Shakespeare's plays so you don't get lost in old-timey
language.

* Biography.com - Read real stories of inventors, leaders,

athletes, and artists who changed the world.

B Math

* FunBrain.com - Play games that secretly sharpen your math

skills.

* Khan Academy (Math) - Step-by-step videos and practice

problems on everything from fractions to calculus.

3 science

* BrainFacts.org - Explore how your brain works through fun

stories and 3D models.

* Neuroscience for Kids - Games and experiments to discover

how your brain and senses really function.
Franklin Institute Museum - Interactive science exhibits and
cool videos from a famous science museum.

* Khan Academy (Science) - Short videos, practice problems,

and interactive lessons in biology, chemistry, physics, and more.

* NOAA Education Resources - Dive into oceans, weather, and

B History & Social Studies

* Digital History - Explore U.S. history with documents, maps, and
interactive "eXplorations.”

* Library of Congress - A huge collection of books, maps, photos,
and videos to use in projects

# Technology & Engineering

* Alice.org - Learn coding by creating 3D animations, games,
and stories

* Discover Engineering - Explore engineering careers and try
project ideas.

* Techopedia Dictionary - Look up tricky tech terms like "Al” or
VPN’ in plain English.

@ Art

* The Artchive - Browse thousands of famous artworks and learn
about art movements.

@ General Knowledge

* Fact Monster - Quick facts, quizzes, calculators, and games
across tons of subjects

« FunBrain.com - (Also here!) Practice reading and problem-
solving while playing games.

Updated Homework Helpers in Succeeding in High School

Bug Fixes & Improvements

e Activity Anchoring - Fixed navigation issue with Directions After High School and Career
Cluster Map.

e Select Language - Fixed display issue.

e Merge Accounts — Resumes now merge properly.

e Resume Builder - Completion criteria has been updated for clarity and alerts have been
added when students delete their last resume.

e Work-based Learning — Participation label is not displaying properly.

e Career Cluster Map - Brief descriptions for careers and majors in each profile.

e My Evidence Docs and Resume Builder - Fixed file upload issue.
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