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Introduction to Financial Aid



Financial Aid = Money for College

There are four kinds of financial aid we want you to know about!

Grants Scholarships Work Study Student Loans
Need-based funds that you Merit or criteria-based awards Part-time campus or Borrowed funds that must be
ordinarily don't have to repay. that you don't ordinarily haveto ~ community job to help cover repaid with interest.

repay. expenses.




What is the FAFSA?

Facts about the FAFSA:
 Free Application for Federal Aid
 Available at FAFSA.gov

* Snapshot of your family’s financial
situation

» Helps determine your eligibility for
federal and state aid



FAFSA.gov

Always free

Open now

B85 An official website of the United States government.

Fed era I StUdent Alq FAFSA® Form v Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment v

An GFFICE of the U.S. DEPARTMENT af EDUCA

Get Money To Help Pay for School

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to apply for financial
aid for college, career school, or graduate school.

m [ Edit Existing Forms ] [ Accept an Invitation

' = 2027-28 FAFSA® Form Coming Soon!
Participate in 202728 early testing

Get Help

Loan Discharge v

é

FA

FAFSA Form English | Espanol

Q

Log In | Create Account

A

form




Steps to Complete the FAFSA

1. Create a StudentAid.gov account for everyone who needs to contribute to
the FAFSA — the student and contributors

2. Student begins the 2027-2028 FAFSA application at FAFSA.gov

3. After the student submits their part of the FAFSA and invites their parent to
complete the parent section, the parent checks email for a code and
follows the link. The parent then creates a StudentAid.gov account or logs
in. They accept the invitation from the student, complete the parent
section, and sign and submit the FAFSA.

4. Watch for the FAFSA Submission Summary to be sent to student via email
to confirm correct completion.



StudentAid.gov Account

UCanBa:




What is a StudentAid.gov
Account?

» Your electronic signature on the FAFSA and
student loan applications

= Username and Password

» Once created, it can be used each year to
renew your FAFSA and manage and track
your Federal student loans.

= Parents will also be able to reuse their
account info each year for:

= All dependents’ FAFSAs
= Their own FAFSA and student loans




Who needs a StudentAid.gov Account?

You, the student, need a
StudentAid.gov account.

If you're a dependent student,

one or both parents will need their own
StudentAid.gov account.




Which parent?
If parents are married:

If married, filing jointly in 2025, and still
married to each other, only one parent needs
to create an account.

If they filed separately in 2025 for any reason,
both parents will need an account of their
own. Examples:

« Married, filing separately
* Not married, but living together

 Different spouse




Which parent?
If parents are divorced or
separated:

The parent who has provided the most financial support
to the student in the last 12 months will be the one to
contribute their information.

If that parent has remarried, the parent and step-parent
must contribute information.

There is a FAFSA tool available to help you decide which
parent needs to provide information on the FAFSA:

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents



https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

UCanGol! startwithfafsa.org

Dependency Status

StudentAid.gov accounts are required for students and paren

determing who needs an account as you advance through the W -
UCanBGa: startwithfafsa.org
2027-28: WHAT’S YOUR FAFSA DEPENDENCY STATUS? I

who needs fo create an account ahead of time.
Studentiud.gov accounts should be created before starting the
Answer *yes” or 'na” to these questions to determine if you'll need to provide your parents’ information on the FAFSA.
YES NO

UCanGo2.org FAFSA Dependency g
Publications: | S

studani?

2. Onthe day you submit your FAFSA, are you married?
3. Atthe beginning of the 2027-28 school year, will you be working on a master's or doctorate program
MD., 1D, PhD. EdD. etc)?

Every studen neads 8 et s the el {such as an M.A, MB.A, MD., ] —_—
StudentAid gov account! the legal parent? [ 4. Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for purposes ather than training

PGN:':”"“‘ P"SVV: {If you are a National Guard or Reserves enlistee, are you on active duty for other than state or
your suppodt training purposes?)? _

5. A you a veteran of the U.S. armed forces?* R —

» Unrarriad and bath legal
parents kving together

» Martied (not separated)

¥ Remamied

What was the tax filing status of the
lagal parent in 20257

> Married, filing separately
» Single
b Head of heusehald

6. Do you have children or other people (excluding a spouse) who live with you and who receive more
than half of their support from you, now and between July 1, 2027 and June 30, 20287 .

7. Atany time since you fumed age 13, were you an orphan (na living or adoplive biological parent),
were you in foster care or were you a dependent or ward of the court?

Who Needs a StudentAid.gov
Account?

8. Asdetermined by a court in your state of legal residence, are you or were you a legally emancipated minor?

©

Daoes someone other than your parent or have legal fianship of you, as ined by a
court in your state of legal residence? I

10. Atany fime on or after July 1, 2026, were you unaccompanied and either 1) homeless or 2) self-supporting
and at risk of being homeless? o

Marriad, filing jointly

“Arswer N (o are rot 8 veleran] I you (1) have never engaged in sclive duly in e LLS. Armed Ferces, (7] are currenty an ROTC shudend or a cadet o midshioran al a service
acakery, (3] & Msional Guard or Res o siste of maink 01 4] were engaged i acive ALty in the .S Amed Forces bul released Lnder
nly one parent will nead dishanoralbile conciliors. Also answer ‘N if you are cumently sening in he LS. Arved Forces and wil conlrue 1o serve Bough June 30 2027,

a StudentAid.gov account Ansuer V! {yous are & weteran] f you (1] have engaged i sctve duty in e LS. Arved Furces (Army. Mavy, Al Furoe, Marines, or Coasl Guand) or ere-a Nationsl Gusrd or
to consent Lo the transfer of Both garents will need Reserves enisiee who was calzd o active Aty for her er sl of 1 were & cadel of migships 4
2025 IRS information. StudentAid gov accounts to under 3 porclicn olher Ihan SiERCRoRble. AlS0 nEwer YEx il you ane nol 8 welaran naw but will be one by June 30, 2027.

’ consent to tha ransfar of
2025 IRS Information.
a S o u I » If you answered YES to one or more of these questions, you are considered an INDEPENDENT STUDENT on the FAFSA.
= You will NOT need to provide your parents’ ion when ling your FAFSA i

» Contact the college or university you plan to attend for more information about your dependency status.

P Use UCanGo2's StudentAid gov Worksheet to keep a record of
e e n e n c a u S Spanish at UCanGaZ org. Applicants who indicate on their FAFSA form that they have unusual circumstances and are unable to contact a parent or that
® ocat Fies ¥l andl U1 ofthe Cir il contact with a parent poses a risk to the student, will be granted provisional independent status. A student may be experiencing

. coo bl aign. 2, .
& ok, admasons, e, frasca i and ccaiona sencns. T bt i unusual eircumstances i they:

» Left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;

» Are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;

» Have refuges or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced in a foreign country;
» Are a victim of human trafficking;

» Are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated, and contact with the parents would pose a risk to the student; or

» Are othenwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

Ths g for Higher Eddication, n compl Tiies VI ans Vi 1954, Tile IX of o 1572, Amarcans wih Dsasdses Actof 1920 nd

acm, ok, Ratinal origin, Sex, age. nelgion, Fancicap or StTLS 2% 3 vesean i any o s pobes, practices r pocecines. Thi nuots, bt
Ispatlmiz 1o acksions employme, o Haghes Edicalion, as oz oy 10013, 2001 Secton 1208, an
I lccared at This publi 3104 of T 66 of he Obiahama Seruses. Ths publicatios was profuced in Juby 2126



https://content.xap.com/media/53598/who_needs_a_studentaid.gov_account.pdf
https://content.xap.com/media/53598/who_needs_a_studentaid.gov_account.pdf
https://content.xap.com/media/53628/dependency_q_a.pdf
https://content.xap.com/media/53628/dependency_q_a.pdf

Create your StudentAid.gov Account

Visit StudentAid.gov and choose Create Account

BS An official wabsite of the United States government. Help Centar FAFSA Form English | Espanol

Fe'deral StUdent Ald FAFSA® Form v Grants and Loans ~ Loan Repayment ~ Loan Forgiveness Q. Logln | Create Account /

Create an Account




StudentAid.gov Account Tips

Use your personal email e
aCCOU nt Create an Account

—0—0—©0 0 © L6/
Emai Personal Info Password Security

Phone Address

Tell Us About Yourself

I certify that the information I'm providing to create an account is true and that 'm
the person | claim to be. If I'm not, | must stop and exit this form now. Providing
‘ V‘ r S a r‘ yo u r u S‘ rI I a I I I ‘ false or misleading information could result in fines, jail time, or both
First Name

and password with anyone, |

Middle Name

not even your parents. =

Never include your birthdate
in any password.

snee.9781 SHOW SSN |

What if | don't have a Social Security number? j 6 Hi! Need help?




Homelessness

If you're currently unaccompanied by a parent or guardian and are
homeless, or self-supporting and at risk of being homeless:

Use the mailing
address of an adult or

Use the address at the
college financial aid

trusted relative or :
office.

friend.

Always ask permission first!



Verify Email and Cell Phone Information

B Anofficial website of the Urited States governmant.

FEdera | Stuqe n,t Ald FAFSA" Form v Grants and Loans ¥ Loan Rey ent v Loan Forgiveness v

You'll receive a message ——

Email Personal nfo Phone Addres: Passwoed

saying Federal Student Aid
(FSA) sent you a secure code. gl

g Emall  user@example com

Retrieve the message from = e,
your inbox and enter it as N———
shown. D i |

1 E :xmki:‘mmmmmdnmwgmwumammmm
Another code will be sent to B e
your cell phone (optional) to T o
verify your phone number. R

Previcas.




One-Use Backup Code

You'll be given a one-use backup code when
you've finished your new account WPF6JIL73FEF
application. This can be used if the 2-step
verification isn't successful. Store it
somewhere safe.

Your Backup Code Is:

If it gets lost, log in to your account and
select "Generate a New Backup Code” under
“Two-Step Verification” in Settings.

Note: Your backup code can only be used
once.



You Can Create Your Account Now

Accounts will be verified immediately with the Social Security
Administration.

Remember, your account log-in information is your electronic
signature, unique to you. Do not share it with anyone.

Remind your parent(s) they will also need to create an account.



Complete your FAFSA

UCanBa2;




Gather Your Information

Social Security or Permanent Resident Card
2025 Tax Returns/W-2s

Current balance of cash, savings and checking accounts (cash doesn't
have to be reported if less than $1,000; all savings and checking
balances must be reported)

Parent’s email address (will be used to invite your parent)



Helpful FAFSA Tips

Don’t use punctuation when entering information unless there's
punctuation on your Social Security or Permanent Resident card.

Save the application frequently throughout the process.
Always use the "Previous” and “"Continue” buttons to go from page to

page; don't use your browser’s “Back” button or you may lose your
work and have to start over.



Start Your Form

B an official wobsite of the United States government. Get Help FAFSA Form English | Esponol

G O to FA F SA L g OV' FBC!EYEJS"FU@‘EHFAI@ FAFSA® Form v Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment ¥ Lean Forgiveness Q Log In | Create Account

——  Which FAFSA® form do you need? ——

Choose the “Start” button o s

2027-28

fO r t h e 2 02 7 - 2 8 FA F SA. Wﬂ"miﬂ:ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂwwm Typlcally "O'J iﬁ;@;;;"'ﬂsm

Attending school during a summer session?

This FAFSA is for classes R ot Je e e
starting on or after July 1,
2027.




Review Identity Information

To update information,
access your account settings
at StudentAid.gov.

Changes to your mailing
address can be made
directly on this page.

* romu
2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez

Student Identity Information

02/15/2006

(555) 557-6231




Provide Consen

Provide Consent and Approval or You Won't Be Eligible for Federal
Student Aid ©

Summary

Provide consent and
I Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. With
a rova O r O u W O n t your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS
to help you complete the FAFSA® form. If you don't provide consent and approval, you will

not be eligible for federal student aid, including grants and loans. You must provide consent

L] L]
b e e | I g I b | e fo r fe d e ra | and approval even if you didn’t file a U.S. federal tax return or any tax return.

= Get your 2025 tax return Information for the = Federal tax information Is used to determine your
. 2027-28 FAFSA form. eligibility for federal student aid.
St u d e n t a I d . = Tax return information is required to complete
the FAFSA form.

By accepting below, 1 consent to the disclosure of information about me, and affirmatively approve
of:

« the receipt and use of my federal tax information, and
« the redisclosure of my federal tax information by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), as
described herein.

By accepting below, 1 consent to and affirmatively approve of, as applicable, the following:

1. ED may disclose my Social Security number/Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, last e "
name, date of birth, unique identifier, the tax year for which federal tax information is ,’ @ Hil Need help? ';
required, and the date and timestamp of my approval for the use of my federal tax information N——

T e PN Ty WG TS0y O T Vol iy 1 1 SHMeR, U o Dot e, Y SRR 1 T SR, S~ F | D R Sttty 1, A




Automatic Transfer of Income -
Tax Information from the IRS

If any contributor does not choose "Approve:”
 The FAFSA will not be processed

* The student will not be eligible for most types of federal student aid




Background

© Form
2027-28 & Student George Gutierrez

—0—©0 © o 5] 6]

Background Demographics Financlals Colleges Contributor Invite  Review & Sign

Background

"4
4 .
We'll ask you questions that help us determine your eligibility for
f ]

federal student aid. This information can affect the types of federal

student aid you're eligible to receive. A ! \

- Sometimes we need to collect information from other people depending on
answers in this section. We'll let you know if this is the case.

Previous Continue




College or Career School Plans

FAFSA e 2o

T T . P

Student School Year

Even if you have concurrent v =

enrollment or AP credit, be sure to -

choose “First Year (freshman)” as S

your college grade level. b

2027-28 sehosl yearT

e @ Mo

Previos

) winssdbalp? |
—




Student Personal Circumstances

Review the situations —o— o o o o o

shown to see whether you
qualify as a dependent or

independent student. If eI,
none of these situations P ———

8

At any time since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court.

apply to you, check

At any time since the student turned 13, they were In foster care.

"None Of These Apply" Thesudent b or vas 4 gl emanchatad mnor, o detamined by a countnthersateof | ¢

The student is or ather than their parent or

and select “Continue.” e e o

None of these apply.

Me




Student Homelessnhess

2
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez @ Save  FAFSAMenu [£]

e me noe o ot b

If you've been unaccompanied
by a parent or legal guardian
and have been homeless or at

Student Homelessness
At any point in 2026 or after, has the student faced one of these situations? (&

() They didnt live with 2 parent or guardian, and they were homeless.

risk of being homeless at any e ————
point in 2026 or after, answer SEwR——

"Yes"” to this question.




Other Unusual Circumstances

» FORM
2027-28 & Student George Gutierrez ——

—0——©0

Background Demographics

I f n O n e Of t h e S e Student Unusual Circumstances
. I This information will help us evaluate the student’s ability to pay for school.
p p y Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would
contacting their parents pose a risk to the student? ©
yo u ’ a n SWe r t h e A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances lf”ll‘y

+ left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;
are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;

.
/) /) have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced
q u e S I O I l O in a foreign country;
.

are a victim of human trafficking;

L]

Colleges

6]

torInvite  Review & Sign

.

.

.

are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated and contact with the parents would pose a
risk to the student; or
* are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

If the student’s circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be
considered a homeless youth and should review the answer to the previous question about being
wnaccompanied and homeless,

Yes @® No

Previous Continue

FAFSA Menu

[ ® HitNeedhelp? |
N —




Provisionally Independent Status

If an unusual circumstance applies to you:
* You'll be given a “provisionally independent” status

* Your parents won't be required to contribute information to
your FAFSA

* The financial aid office at your college will be ask you for
documentation to verify your situation

* You must provide the required information by the deadline
the financial aid office provides

« The financial aid office will decide whether you will be a
Dependent or Independent student going forward



Parent Participation

If a parent is unwilling to
provide information for
their dependent student's
FAFSA, the student may
indicate that here.

ot FORM
2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez ® Save

—0—© © 0 © 154

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite  Review & Sign
Your Dependency Status
Dependent Student

Based on your answers, you're a dependent student This means you must provide
parent information on your FAFSA® form. This information helps determine how
much federal student aid you're eligible to receive.

Direct Unsubsidized Loan Only

Are the student's parents refusing to provide their information on this FAFSA® form? @

This response must be “No™ Jor the student [0 be considered jor Federal Pell Grant eligibility and most
other types of federal student aid.

QO Yes @ No

FAFSA Menu D

[ T HitNeed help? |




Citizenship Status

®
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 & Student George Gutierrez B Save FAFSA Menu [B

4 © © 4] 6]

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Review & Sign

To receive federal financial

aid, you must be:

« A U.S. Citizen,

« A U.S. National, or

* An eligible non-citizen
(Permanent Resident) S

Previous Continue

Student Citizenship Status ©

@ US. citizen or national

() Eligible noncitizen

Note: A parent contributing information to your FAFSA is not required to have one of the statuses listed above.




Parent Education Status

®
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez B Save | FAFSAMenu [£]

Choose the highest level of ... . . S ..
ed u Catio N yo ur bi rth pa re ntS Parent Education Status

Did either of the student’s parents attend college or complete college? @

reached. ) et port sttt

O One or both parents attended college, but
neither parent completed college

@ One or both parents completed college

If you don’t know the answer,
select the last choice.

() Don't know




Parent Killed in Line of Duty

®
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez [ Save  FAFSAMenu m

© 24 © L d 15 6]

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite  Review & Sign

If you qualify as a
dependent of a deceased
. Parent Killed in Line of Duty
S e rV I C e m e m b e r O r S a fe ty Was the student’s parent or guardian killed in the line of duty while either (1) serving on active
. duty as a member of the U.S. armed fo7rces on or after the events of 9/11, or (2) performing
officer (law enforcement, i s s s
firefighter or emergency

service worker), you may

) Yes @ No

be eligible for a full Pell
grant.




Student High School Completion Status

7] . FAFSA® 2027- < Student George Gutierrez B Save  FAFSAMenu [£]
Will the student be o
< 2 © 4] L5 L6

d O n e W it h h i g h SC h O O I Background Demographics Financia Is Colleges Contributor Invite ~ Review & Sign
Student High School Completion Status

W h e n t h ey Sta rt Will the student be done with high school when they start their college classes for the 2027-28

school year? ©

If the student completed high school outside of the U.S., select "Yes (high school diploma).
college classes for the

1/
2027_28 SChOOl yea r? @ Yes (high school diploma)

O Yes (GED or other state-recognized high
school equivalent)

() Yes (homeschooling under state law)

Select the option that
applies to you.

() No, none of the above




Student High School Information

®
FORM
FAFSA 2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez Save

© © © 0o L5/ 0o

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Review & Sign

Enter the State’ then Clty Of Student High School Information
the high school you will
graduate from. Then Select Search for The Student's High School
your school from the results.

From what high school did or will the student graduate? ©

Attend a School outside of the US? Manually Add Foreign School

State




Student Finances

Be prepared to report any FAFSA ©oar = cicomann

income you earned in e

2025, even if you didn't file YB““:“"" S e e
our rinances

a tax return.

The FAFSA® form helps determine your ability to pay for
school. We ask about your financial information in this section.

What If you have special financial circumstances?

If you didn't file, you'll be
able to enter your B
information manually.




Reporting Financial Information

Refer to your W-2s

e Find your 2025 W-2(s) before * Report whole dollars
you start (no decimals)

e |f no W-2(s), be prepared to * Enter zero if a question
give an estimate of your doesn’t apply to you
Income



Student Assets

Current value of cash, savings
and checking accounts
(report cash only if $1,000 or
more)

Current net worth of
businesses and farms

Current net worth of
investments, including real
estate

FAFSA

FORM

2027-28 & Student George Gutierrez ® Save

[T SO SV AT, J—.

Backgrour Demographics Financials

Student Assets

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

Don’t include student aid retirement accounts, or investments.

s 100 | .00 . @
Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

Don't include retirement accounts or the home the student lives in. Net worth is the value of the
investments minus any debts owed against them.

3 0|00 (@

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

Enter the net worth of the student’s businesses and income-producing farms. Net worth is the value of
the businesses and farms minus any debts owed against them. Don’t include a family business with 100
or fewer full-time employees, farms where the family resides, or a commercial fishing business and
related expenses.

P'evmur) m

FAFSA Menu [ £ |




Select Colleges and Career Schools

2 FORM
2027-28 & Student George Gutierrez

© © © O © L6/

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Review & Sign

Select Colleges and Career Schools

Search for and select colleges and career schools you're
considering so they automatically receive an electronic copy of
the FAFSA® form.

Previous




Where to Send FAFSA Information

® Foru
2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez B Save

© © © O 5] 16

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Review & Sign

Where should we send the FAFSA® information?

S e I e Ct U p tO 2 O S C h O O I S You can add more schools after submitting your form.
tO re C e ive yo u r FA F SA I 0 outof 20 schools selected  View Selected Schools
information.

Search by School Name or Code  Search by Location

School Name or Code

| |

C““‘inue

FAFSAMenu [ { |




Review Selected Schools

Make sure all the schools
you're interested in are listed.

More schools can be added
later, if necessary.

FAFSA

FORM
2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez B Save

—0——&— O —0— 0 6
Background Colleges Contributor Invite  Review & Sign
Selected Colleges and Career Schools

These are the colleges and career schools that you've selected to receive the FAFSA®
form.

Review this list of schools and confirm your selection(s).

School List Guidelines for Texas Residents

To be eligible for state grant aid in Texas, you must list an eligible in-state college. The order of
schools in your college list will not impact your eligibility for state aid programs.

I 1 outof 20 schools selected

Showing 1071

University of Texas-austin Federal S
Austin Texas (TX) 003658

W Remove View Information

Q, Search and Select More Schools

feg m

FAFSA Menu [ §




Invite Parent as Contributor

© Form
2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez

3 Save

© © © ©

Background Demographics Financials Colleges

Invite a Parent as a Contributor

A contributor is anyone who's required to provide information on
your FAFSA form. In this section, you must invite a legal parent—a
biological or adoptive parent as determined by the state.

You shouldn't invite a stepparent or legal guardian (such as a

grandparent or foster parent) unless they have legally adopted you.

Your legal parent will invite your stepparent to the form if needed.
Stepparents and other types of guardians do not count unless they
have legally adopted the student.

Who should | invite as a parent on the FAFSA form?

Contributor Invite  Review & Sign
e
b |

FAFSA Menu [ £ ]




Input Parent In

You will need their
current email address.

ormation

FAFSA

FORM

2027-28

= Student George Gutierrez ) Save

© © © © © 16/

Background Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Review & Sign

Invite One Parent to This FAFSA® Form

You'll need to invite one parent only because we need more information about your household
financial situation to determine your eligibility for federal student aid.

As a dependent student, you need te invite a legal parent as a contributor. You only need to invite one
parent.

Who should | invite as a parent on the FAFSA form?

2.2, Parent

Invite a Parent Contributor

Email

‘ 599888214test@testcod.edu

FAFSA Menu [ |




Review Your Responses

To view all your responses, click
"Expand All" or view each section
individually.

To edit a response, select the
question’s hyperlink and you'll be
taken to the correct page.

You'll also be able to see the status of
your parent(s)’ invitation.

Personal Identifiers




View Terms & Conditions

—

Terms and Conditions

Confirm that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and filled out

your section of the form accurately to the best of your ability.

View Terms & Conditions A Not Viewed G

Sign and Submit Your FAFSA® Form @

[ ] 1, George Gutierrez, agree to the terms outlined above,

The Form lsn't Ready To Submit

One or more contributors still need to complete their section. After the other contributor(s) complete

their section, they can submit the form.

* Finish your section now,

= Reach out to the other contributor(s) and ask them to complete their section and submit

the form,

Previous
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Sign and Complete Your Section

Now you're ready to
check the box.

Be sure to choose “Finish
Student Section,” bottom
right.

Terms and Conditions

Confirm that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and filled out
your section of the form accurately to the best of your ability.

l View Terms & Conditions S Viewed

Sign and Submit Your FAFSA® Form @

@ George Gutierrez, agree to the terms outlined above.

The Form Isn’t Ready To Submit

One or more contributors still need to complete their section. After the other contributor(s) complete
their section, they can submit the form

» Finish your section now.

+ Reach out to the other contributor(s) and ask them to complete their section and submit
the form.

Section




Your Part of the FAFSA is Complete

¥ Form
FAFSA 2027-28 = Student George Gutierrez @ Save  FAFSAMenu (]

© 12/

Student Sectior Parent Section

Remember to take a

b picture or write down the
&t oot security code that your

parents will receive in

S s their email.

ending Submission

L) Check With Your Contributor

submitted for processing

Contributor(s) Role
&% 599888214test@testcod.edu Parent SMHNOQV it

[& Manage Invitations

Track and Manage Your FAFSA™ Form and Contributors
Your a on has been added to th ity” page in your
of your FAF:

Sp @ S,
»dit, or delete information your ; and monitor the
FE ) Hit Need help?
contributor(s) 4

View Status




Parent Email

When you invite your parents

to contribute their information
to the FAFSA, they will receive
an email from Federal Student
Aid.

When they click “Log In," they
will be taken to StudentAid.goy,
where they'll be able to enter
their username and password
and start their part of the
application.

Federal Student Aid

George's FAFSA® Form Is Almost

Done

Hedla,

George needs you 1o fnish thair Free Agpicabon for Fodeml Shagent
Aid (FAFSAY) farm. Mosl people take B minules or less to il ol their
section of 8 student's FAFSA form.

'Wa can transfer tax information for most paopla directy from the IRS
mkg the form

Adding your informaticn doesn't mean you'rs responsibie for
Geonge's school costs, Your responses just et us determine what ad
George could qualify for.

To accept your invite, vou'll nesd a ShadentAid, gov account, If
promplad, anler your invile code:

8MHNIQV

@ If you must do this later, set & date for staring your section.
George can access federal student aid undil you do.




Parental Information

Social Security or Permanent Resident Card
Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN), when necessary

2025 Tax Returns/W-2s

Current balance of cash, savings or checking accounts (do not
report cash if less than $1,000)

Records of child support received

Net worth of investments, business and farms



Parent Logs in the FAFSA.gov

= FAFSA Home Page
Loz | Accept FAFSA® Invitation
0g In
Log In g Enter the code you received for the FAFSA form. How long will my
section take?
b oo o
» imtte
Email Address or Username
, | Password
5998882 70test
l [—— Show Patsward ‘
Meed to accept an invitation for a Why do we need your information?
Forgot email address or username? different year?
Forgot password? We need your information to
Go to "My Activity” 1o find any existing determine if the student qualifies for
imvitations for a previous year's FAFSA federal grants, work-study jobs, and/ior
_ form, loans, This doesn't make you
Continue n responsible for the student's schoal
costs.
Don't have an invitation code?
Create an Account Create an Account Speak with the person who invited you to the form and ensure they have sent it to your email. Check
your inbox for your invitation code.




Parent Role and Confirmation

e FORM
2027-28 &2 Parent of George Gutierrez

p 4

P

Congratulations!

The student’s FAFSA® form has been processed!

What to Know Now

1 The student’s FAFSA Submission Summary has estimates of their eligibility for
federal student aid

L]

The student should review the "Next Steps™ section of their FAFSA Submission
Summary to make sure there are no issues with their form. Theyll also get an
email

w

Schoals will contact the student If a school needs more information to determine
how much aid the student is eligible for, they'll reach out. Schaols will also send
financial aid offers. If the student has a question about a school’s student aid
package, they should contact the school's financial aid office directly.

Return to My Dashboard




What's Next?

UCanBa:




FAFSA Submission Summary

Read all sections and make
any corrections necessary.

. o FAFSA 5525 FAFSA Submission Summary
Print a copy and keep it in

a safe place.

Application Received Application Processed Data Release Number Viewing: Submission 1

Student & Ki i
a2 Kimberly Rivera July 9, 2026 July 9, 2026 5604

Eligibility Overview  FAFSA Form Answers A School Information © Next Steps

The Data Release Number
(DRN) can be very
Important.




After the FAFSA, What's Next?

Financial aid offices at the schools

listed will receive your FAFSA data.

They'll use the Student Aid Index
(SAI) to determine your “Financial
Need.

They'll prepare a Financial Aid
Offer that will list the types and
amounts of aid you will qualify for
at their school.

Your Student Aid Index (SAl)

Your SAI is an index number calculated using information
provided on your FAFSA form. Your school uses your SAI
to determine your federal student aid eligibility and to
build your financial aid offer. Your SAI may change if you
update or correct your FAFSA information or after
verification (if your FAFSA form was selected for review).
Once your updated FAFSA form is complete and fully
processed, youw’ll receive a new FAFSA Submission
Summary, which may include changes to your SAI and
estimated federal student aid.

What does this mean?

-1500




Special Circumstances

If your family has experienced a loss of income since 2025, such as:
* Loss of job or reduction of hours

* Loss of income due to divorce, separation or death of parent

e Unusual medical expenses

e Largerincome in 2025 that is not expected again

Discuss this with your financial aid office; it's possible they can
adjust your income level to represent your current circumstances.
This is called a “Professional Judgment.”



Financial Aid Offer

Shows the total Cost of Attendance
for one year at the institution.

Shows the types and amount of aid
the student is eligible to receive.

You're not required to accept all the
aid that's offered and be sure you
know the deadline to
accept/decline any aid.

2027-2028 FINANCIAL AID OFFER \

OCAP UNIVERSITY Student Name: Jennifer Smith
Student ID: 1234567

ESTIMATED ANNUAL COST OF ATTENDANCE (COA

DIRECT COSTS INDIRECT COSTS
Tuition §5,305 Books & Supplies §1,203

® Accept or Decline aid offered before
the deadling listed in the Financial Aid

Fees §2,658 Transportation §000 section of your student portal.

Food & Housing 58,081 Miscellaneous 52,000
Total Direct Costs ~ $16,044 Total Indirect Costs ~ §3,403

#® Provide required documents for
verification, if applicable.

OTHER FINANCING OPTIONS

Total Estimated Cost of Attendance: §20,147

GRANTS, SCHOLARSHIPS & WORK-STUDY

FEDERAL PARENT PLUS LOAN
AIDTYPE FALLZT  SPRING 28 ANMUAL Aloan available to parents with a good
Federal Pell Grant $3.448 $3447  $6.805 credit histary. Parent repays the loan.
Federal Supplemental Educational PRIVATE STUDENT LOAN
Opporiunity E;'anl (FSEOG) $500 S0 $1.000 Loans from banks or other lending
Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant (OTAG) $500 3500  $1,000 instituions that are not federally
Incoming Freshman Scholarship §750 3730 §1.500 supported. Students must apgly for these
Federal Work-Study* §1.200 $1200 2400 loans separately.
Total Scholarships & Grants ~ $6,398 §6,397 §12,795 PAYMENT PLAN
OCAP University offers students a

*Federal work-study funds are contingant upan finding employment. Eamings are paid

aut bi-weskly. payment plan to spread the cost over the

ster. Log into your student portal to
enroll in a payment plan.

STUDENT LOANS OUTSIDE SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarships are available from

AID TYPE FALLZT SPRING28 ANNUAL | | yarious businessss, organizations,
Federal Direct Subsidized Loan® §1,750 $1.750 53,500 and employers. Receiving outside
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan™  $1000  $1,000  $2,000 scholarships may afiect your eligibiity for
other types of aid.
Total Aid Offered 52,750 $2,750 §5,500 For mare information on thess
**Faderal Ioans are funds fhat can be applied foward your cost of atiandanca and must be additional funding options please visit
repaid. You must scoapt or decling your loan elighilty by lgging into your studand portal. I OKcollegestart.org or UCanGoZ.org. )
A

Estimated outstanding costs not

covered by grants, scholarships,
work-study and loans:

Disclaimer: This financial aid offer is a sample, using fictional information. Each institution's financial aid offer will vary.

The Okahama e Regants for Higher Tites Vi and Faghts Act of 1964, Tite 4 of he £ 1472 Ameicans win Osahirses A of 1950 and
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Scholarships

UCanBa2;




Scholarships Online

Websites:
 UCanGoZ2.org

e OKcollegestart.org
 OCCF.org

e TulsaCF.org

Search online for:

e Brand names

e Restaurants
Local companies
Google

Scholarships by Deadline

a3

Scholarships

Free money! That's right - winning a scholarship means money is given
have to be a straight A student, either. There are schelarships for a lot of

WITHIN REACH ... WITHIN YOU

MY SCHOLARSHIP
PROFILE

Build your profile and find
scholarships.

GO

()

Merit Scholarships

MATCHING

SCHOLARSHIPS

Find scholarships that
match your profile.

GO

(=)

Need-Based

MORE W

Horg

Scholarships are a great way to help pay for college or career tech. Use our Scholarship Success
Guide and other valuable resources linked below for help with finding, preparing and tracking
scholarship applications. Keep in mind all scholarship information listed is subject to change.

September
Scholarship Award Amount  Deadline
Andrew S. Mathers Scholarship $1,000 9/1/2026
Caroline M. Hewins Children’s Librararians Scholarship $4,000 91/2026
Castagra Roofing Scholarship $500-$1500 9/4/2026
Lin ta £10000 ala/a026

Scholarships you've
saved for future action.

GO




&

UCanGo2 Scholarship Resources

"WOKCOLLEGESTART.ORG

CLICK-COMPARE-CHOOSE

YCanBGe:

PATH TO SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS

Starting the scholarship application process with a successful strategy in place is key. Knowing how to plan, research, apply and
track applications will increase your chances of eaming valuable awards. UCanGao2 org offers resources and publications to help
as you plan, prepare and pay for your educalion after high school.

PLAN 1

® Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, in your senior year of high school and each o

year you need financial aid for education expenses. Learn mare at FAFSA.gov.

Investigate the cost of attendance at the school you plan to aftend, and determine how much you'll need to cover your
expenses. Ocollegestart org can help you find the cost of higher education institutions nationwide:

Evaluate your resources to determine how you'll pay for college. Consider savings, your current eamings, financial aid and
any scholarships you may have already won

Create a resume that lists your talents, accomplishments and awards and provide it to those you ask 1o write letters of
recommendation.

RESEARCH

® Scholarships are awarded based on a number of factors, including family, sports, community service, grades,
hobbies, test scores, residency, financial need, skills, leadership, essays, college majors and mare.

Search for scholarships from your prospective colleges, trial entities, employers, local organizations, Google, bocks and mare
Ask your school counselor for scholarship resources.

Use legitimate scholarship search sites like those found on the next page and at UCanGaZ2.org and OKcollegestart org.
Align your search to your characteristics and your college and career goals.

APPLY

Check the deadline!

Read through the application and any requirements for ranscripts, essays, and letters of recommendation. Be
sure to request/complete these items early.

Fallow instructicns, review and proof your application so you're sure there are no mistakes. Ask someone else to procf it, too.
Writ an essay that's captivating, sets you apart, and is original. Take time to proofread and ask a teacher or counselor to
proofread it, as well. Consider the guidance available in our Scholarship Essay Tips publication.

Keep copies of your applications, essays, and letlers of recommendation. You'l use the same general information on most
applications, so copies will come in handy. Revising an essay you've already used is a good way o save fime and improve
upon what you've already created

Watch cut for scholarship scams! Read the fine print, beware of guarantees, never pay to submit an application and protect
your personal information. Learn more about scams at flc gow/scholarshipscams

TRACK

® Make note of all requirements to ensure you're applying for scholarships for which you're eligitle.

® Send thank you notes to those who parficipated in your application process and to the scholarship providers if you win the
award.

® Usea Scholarship Tracker to organize and keep frack of completed applications and upooming deadiines.
# Understand how a scholarship may impact other financial aid you've been awarded. Check with the college financial aid office
if you have questions.

HICanBa;

SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY TIPS

The scholarship essay is a chance for you fo shine and to set yourself apart from ather scholarship applicants. Writing a
(good essay is key to winning a scholarship, so use these fips to help you move to the top of the list. Scholarships with essay
requirements are likety to have fewer applicants.

Scholarship essays are used by providers to:
®  Find students who meet certain criteria.
®  Gettoknow you as a student and person,
®  Make sure your experience and interests coincide with the erganization's mission.

Keep these tips in mind when writing your scholarship essay:
® Take wiiting your essay seriously; remember it's key to earning the scholarship.

® Make sure your essay s honest, original, conveys your personality and captivates the reader.

® Be organized, meet al requirements and don't rush through your essay.

® Write and edit your essay in anather document and copy and paste it io the application. Save this document and use it to
start your next essay.

® Be answer the called a prompt) on a variety of tapics, which might include:
©  Future academic or life plans
O Personal history or achievements
©  Current events or social issues

Writing Tips:

® Read the directions carefully before you start

®  Be aware of deadlines.

® Brainstorm ideas and create an outiing.

® Wit a rough draft, a second draft and then  final copy.

®  Start over if you finish and your work doesn't seem to fit the scholarship prompt.

® |f needed, ask for help from your counselor, a teacher or someone you know who has received a scholarship that required
an essay.

® Use personal and real stories. The scholarship provider warnts to know you and what makes you unique:

® The majority of scholarship providers discourage the use of arlificial intelligence for composing an essay. Consider Al as a
100l to assist in refining your ideas, verifying grammar or enhancing the overall document

® Use spell check, procfread and be mindful of vocabulary and grammar. Mistakes can be costly. Make use of anling

\grammar and writing tools.
® Walch for questions that require mare than one answer.

Sample Essay Questions or Prompts:
® Desoribe an experience thal changed your life. What did you learn? How will this expesience influence you moving fonward?
® Advice is somelimes easier to give than Lo follow. Share a pieoe of advice you ignored and why you should have followed it
®  Describe an innovative project you designed, the goal of your project, and the outcomes. Be prepared to provide

supporting documentation.

White a letter explaining your need for this scholarship, your plans for higher education and your future career goals.

®  Describe amoment that ilusktes your shif from chikd to adutwithin your communily or &mily

g Eduaton, i compi i et of 1563, T X of e Eacatin et o 1912 Americars wih Disatites o 1880are
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UCanGad!

SCHOLARSHIP TRACKER

SCHOLARSHIP
NAME

AWARD AMOUNT

DEADLINE

ESSAY

DATE SUBMITTED

NOTES

Sample Scholarship

52,000

November 15

No

Seplember2

Must attend a 2-year
college for the award




Questions?

‘@CAP

Oklahoma College Assistance Program

UCanGo2.org
StartWithFAFSA.org m ”
866.443.7420 :ﬂ n Gﬂ Ei
405.234.4239

UCanGo2@ocap.org StartWith
fafsa.org

This presentation is for educational purposes only and is not intended to be construed as financial,
investment, legal and/or tax advice.
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