
 

 

 

 

Spring Newsletter 

 

 

A Letter From Our Executive Director 
Dawn Taylor Owens 

A few months ago my husband Jim and I were talking about our boys’ 
college savings plans and how they were performing, etc., which led to 
a conversation about where they might attend college. He is a Notre 
Dame grad and would like nothing more than to see both of our boys 
follow in his footsteps. 

My response to him was, “I don’t want the boys going to Notre Dame 
because, statistically, they are going to meet a girl from New York, 
Boston or Chicago and then they are going to live out there next door to 
her mom!” 

I was half-kidding, but – as any mother of boys will know – half-serious. 
A couple of weeks later our 6-year-old, Taylor who, unbeknownst to me 
had heard this conversation, came up to me and said, “Don’t worry 
mom. After I play strong safety (defensive football position, for those 
who may not know) for the Irish, I am going to play strong safety for the 
Broncos and live next door to you.” 

Love that kid.  

What struck me more than the fact that I have properly brain-washed 
him was the fact that he heard what I said, he listened and he thought 

 

 
 

 

 



about it for a long period of time – for a 6-year-old – and acted on it.  

Now granted, if our 8-year-old Harlan is the norm, we have about one 
year before Taylor stops listening to his parents. But the good thing is, 
they are both going to have these positive role models in their schools 
to help guide them. I am constantly amazed and proud about how often 
I hear them say, “Ms. Leonard said …,” or “Ms. Seale told me …,” or 
“Mr.Raisch said we can …,” proving what an influence their teachers 
and administrators have on how they live their lives. 

I know that those of you in middle and high school are probably saying, 
“Just wait – pretty soon they aren’t going to listen to anybody!”  

I am sure that is true. 

But I think, just like Taylor did, they hear you, and eventually listen and 
act. 

So as we come up on the end of the school year, from a mom and 
someone who works in the education arena to help kids realize their 
futures past high school, thank you for talking to them, for not giving up 
on them and for influencing them. 

We at College In Colorado hope you have a restful and fun summer, 
and as always, if there is anything we can do to help you, please don’t 
hesitate to ask! 

 
 

 



 

What a Great College Friday 

As so many of you know, Colorado celebrated College Friday on April 
12. We were grateful to see so many Coloradans, including many of our 
state lawmakers on Capitol Hill, join us. Across the state, we all helped 
spotlight the importance of higher education as we shared our stories 
with the young people around us. We want to thank our partners, Cold 
Stone Creamery and Denver-area Carl's Jr. locations. Be sure to check 
out our photo galleries on our Facebook page. Thanks to everyone who 
sent in photos! So, how can we do even more next year? If you have 
ideas to build on College Friday, please let us know at 
TalkToUs@cic.state.co.us. 
 
 
 

 

 

Lots of Reports to Share! 

 

Researchers throughout the Colorado world of 
education have been busy presenting studies and 
reports this spring. Plenty of good information to 
share. There's an overview of what the new Asset 
Bill means to students, parents and counselors; the 2012 legislative 
report on remedial education; the 2013 report on postsecondary 
progress and success for high school graduates. And you can always 
find a wealth of information about your school or district at the Colorado 
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Department of Education. 
 

 

 

Money Matters: Financial Aid Tips 

 
 
Award letter 

As school financial aid offices begin sending award information, many 
questions may arise. What financial aid should students accept?  Will 
they still have to borrow? How much should they borrow?   
 
Here are some tips for students and families: 
  

 Look for free money first, such as scholarships and grants. 
 Then consider earned money, such as work study programs. 
 Finally consider and research borrowed money such as federal 

student loans and then, of course, other options. 
 Check out College In Colorado's 'Financial Aid 101' website for 

useful information. 
 And don't hesitate to ask the awarding school's financial aid office 

if there are any questions. 

Unusual Circumstances 
 

If a student's financial situation has changed and the family needs to 
update information on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), students should first contact the awarding school's financial 
aid office.  
 

Most information cannot be easily changed, as it must be accurate on 
the day the FAFSA was filed. However, unexpected things do happen, 
such as sudden loss of income or unexpected medical conditions. 
There are opportunities to work directly with awarding schools through 
a process known as "professional judgment." It is important to 
remember, these professional judgment requests MUST go through the 
intended school's financial aid office.  
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A Productive Pre-Collegiate Conference 

 

Thanks to all who attended the March 15 Pre-Collegiate Conference. 
By all accounts, it was a productive event and we were joined by some 
300 attendees. We hope everyone found some take-aways. Please 
help us improve next year's event (save the date: March 14, 2014!) If 
there are some things that you would find valuable at a pre-collegiate 
conference, send us a note at TalkToUs@cic.state.co.us 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 

 

Congrats to our most recent scholarship winners!  
 
Olivia Gettman of Bayfield High School was the big 
winner of the $500 La Platta County essay contest, 
"What The ICAP Means To Me." Way to go, Olvia! 
 
We also want to congratulate the six winners of the 
$1,000 Team CIC essay contest. Our winners are: 

Tatiana Anderson, 9th grade; Peter Bracamontes, 9th grade; Ty'Nichael 
Frasier, 8th grade; Jesus Jair Moreno Guarda, recent graduate; Sarba 
Perdue, 12th grade; and Quinten Verdos, 9th grade. 

 

 

A New Teammate 

 

Schools in our Denver metro region will be seeing a 
new face out and about. Please welcome Amanda 
Hildebrandt, our newest outreach coordinator.  
 
Amanda is a Colorado native from the San Luis 
Valley (Monte Vista). She graduated from 
Metropolitan State with a BA in speech 
communication, and she's a first- generation college graduate. 
 
Amanda will be working in our Denver metro region with Christian 
Gonzalez.  
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Flop, Flop, 'Till You Drop! 

 

Mark your calendar and slather on some 
sunscreen for the annual Water World Belly 
Flop Splashdown. This year's event will be 
held Thursday, June 27 at Water World, 
located just north of downtown Denver. 
 
College In Colorado is once again proud to be 
a sponsor of this crazy event. Prizes include 
thousands of dollars in scholarships and 
laptops. Sign up now at Water World's 
website and get ready to show off your best 
stuff! (Entrants must be at least 18 years old and currently enrolled in 
college or entering college in the fall). 

 

 

Be A Friend! 

Join us on Facebook and Twitter and the be 
the first to know about upcoming happenings 
at College In Colorado. Each day we try to 
post something inspiring, quirky, helpful or 
just plain interesting. Our Facebook and 
Twitter feeds are a great way to see what 
your colleagues are doing all over the state 

and across the country. C'mon, it's free! 
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